
29 May 2020

The Hon. John Quigley MLA
Attorney General of Western Australia
By email: john.quigley@mp.wa.gov.au

Dear Attorney General

WA Legislative Agenda

Administration Amendment Bill 2018 and Legislation Bill 2018

Your Ref: 67-16384/2

We refer to your letter to the Chair of STEP Australia (Mr Peter Bobbin) dated 27 May 

2020.

Your letter asked Mr Bobbin to advise you if STEP was able to secure written support 

from the Leaders of the Opposition and the Nationals in the Legislative Council for the 

swift passage of these Bills, as that would greatly assist you in making a case for the 

Bills to be listed above other Bills that may be a higher priority for the Government.

We are pleased to attach a copy of a letter that we received from the Shadow Attorney 

General, The Hon Michael Mischin MLC, on behalf of the Opposition, dated 15 April 

2020, which you can see indicates that the Opposition:

 accepts the merits of both Bills;

 would welcome the introduction of these Bills for debate and passage; and

 does not expect that debate and consideration will take up any exceptional 

time.

After receiving that letter from the Shadow Attorney General, we wrote to The Hon 

Sue Ellery, Leader of the Government in the Legislative Council, on 20 April 2020, 

pointing out the response that we had received from the Opposition. We also attach a 

copy of that letter. We note that we have not yet received any reply from Ms Ellery.

On the strength of the Shadow Attorney General’s letter, will that suffice to allow you 

to build a case for the above two Bills to be listed with higher priority for the 
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Government in the Legislative Council? We note that of the 36 sitting members in the 

Council, 14 seats are held by Labor and 9 by members of the Liberal Party, making 

up a majority. The Nationals and the Greens each hold 4 seats in the Council, and the 

remaining 5 seats are held by representatives from other minor parties.

As we pointed out to Ms Ellery, we were astonished to learn that since it was 

introduced into the Legislative Council, the Administration Amendment Bill 2018 has 

never appeared once on a Weekly Bulletin of business that the Government hopes to 

deal with in the Council.

Similarly, while the Legislation Bill 2018 appeared on Weekly Bulletins for the sitting 

weeks commencing 19 February, 12 March, 19 March, 2 April and 9 April 2019, it was 

given no higher priority than the fifth of six Bills, with very little if any prospect of being 

considered and debated; and the Government has not listed the Legislation Bill for 

prospective debate since then.

As mentioned in our letter to you of 4 March 2020, we endorse these Bills for passage 

without amendment. They are a credit to the many hours of consideration by 

numerous people prior to their introduction as Bills in State Parliament, starting with

the WA Law Reform Commission in 1988 (in the case of the intestacy reforms), 

followed by the legal profession and various committees.

We thank you in anticipation.

Yours sincerely

Jim O’Donnell
Chair of STEP Western Australia
E: jodonnell@jacmac.com.au
T: +61 8 9426 6751
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